
It is with sadness yet with thanks 
that we have to report that Ray Ellis 
has had to retire as editor and pub-
lisher of Interlink after so many faith-
ful years. 

Ray has been responsible for the 
production of Interlink for some ten 
years, having taken over from 
Claude Trigger in 1998. The majority 
of this issue has been put together 
by Ray, and his last editor’s piece 
appears below.  

Council, on behalf of the Movement 
express gratitude to Ray and wish 
h im  God ’s b l e ssi n g  in  hi s 
“retirement” and thank him for his 
faithful service. 

In the meantime, until a new Editor 
has emerged, please keep sending 
your entries for the next edition to: 

Ian Stangoe 
37 Holytown Road 
Bellshill, ML4 1ED 
i.stangoe@ukonline.co.uk 
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A few months ago I received a telephone call. The caller asked if he was 
spea king to Ray Ellis. Thinking it was one of those, "Call centre", calls I 
was about to say, "No thank you", and switch off; but the caller mentioned 
Male Voice Praise. So I continued to listen. 

He told me that he had been a member of a Male Voice Praise Choir in 
Cheam, near London in the 1950's. He was spea king to me from South 
Africa, where he has lived for the past 50 or so years.  Unfortunately, he 
had some papers stolen from his car and amongst them was a copy of the 
Moody Choir book, and he was anxious to acquire a replacement. 

I have learned that soon after he arrived in South Africa he lost his faith; 
but, praise the Lord, in the last few years he has come back to the fold. We 
rejoice with him and know that he has received the music he was looking for. 
May the memories of Male Voice Praise continue to bless and help him in the 
days to come. His name is David Miller. So please pray for Him. 

Jesus - none other name!  
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The Area Leaders Conference 
saw the launch of our new music 
series, "Keep Singing!". This first  
volume contains 20 pieces, in-
cluding several brand new compo-
sitions from Janet Edwards and 
Valerie Collison. There is a wide 
variety of music making the pieces 
suitable for both larger Festival 
choirs and smaller choirs, and al-
ready many are enjoying, and are 
being blessed by, the new pieces. 

As it had been decided that all our music in the future would be produced 
as sheet music in A4 size, the new series is being distributed on a CD-ROM. 
Each choir needs to buy only one CD-ROM, and by using a computer and 
printer can print off as many copies as are required, as and when neces-
sary. Each CD-ROM contains the choir vocal parts in staff and tonic sol-fa 
separately, and also the piano accompaniment if appropriate. 

Earlier in the year a CD-ROM was produced 
with a further 20 pieces all written by Valerie 
Collison. All choirs have now received de-
tails of these 2 CD-ROMs,  with the excep-
tion of choirs in the London Area who will be 
supplied by their local committee. Individual 
choirmen may also purchase the CD-ROMs 
for their own use, provided that their own 
choir has also purchased a copy. For copy-
right reasons the music is limited strictly to 
use within FMVP. 

Copies may be ordered from Alfred Tarring 
at 188b Exeter Road, Exmouth, Devon. EX8 
3DZ.  

The cost of, "Keep Singing!", is based on the number of choirmen in the 
choir (£1 per head), but individuals may order their own copy for £6. The 
Valerie Collison CD costs £8. 
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After many monthly practices near Bristol, we were finally off! On Thurs-
day 21 June some 51 souls (30 men and 21 wives) departed Gatwick for 
Vancouver to begin a 2-week tour of Western Canada. We were led by Bill 
Lewis (Cardiff), with our treasurer Paul Davies (Bristol) and Colin Rey-
nolds (Torbay) sharing the conducting duties. 

Arriving in Vancouver, British Columbia, as we were very tired, we didn't 
sing that day! After an engagement in White Rock our tour proceeded 
along Vancouver Island, dropping in at the spectacular Butchart Gardens 
near Victoria, and visiting the lovely Cathedral Grove old-growth forest. 
Taking the ferry from Nanaimo to Horseshoe Bay we then drove along 
the remarkable, "Sea to Sky Highway", through Whistler to the interior of 
British Columbia, singing in several towns as we went. Into Alberta for a 
time; no further engagements, we became tourists. In glorious sunshine we 
drove down the, "Icefields Parkway",  within the Rocky Mountains, onto  
the Athabasca Glacier. Afte r pa ssing between more towering mountains 
we reached our overnight stay at Canmore. The next morning we visited 
Lake Louise where we sang in the open air against a fabulous backdrop of 
water and ice, and marvelled at the colours in Moraine Lake, a short way 
further on. On our last day we crossed to Drumheller to see the museum 
of dinosaur bones before our last night, "Farewell meal" on Calgary's out-
skirts. We received a warm welcome wherever we went. 

We joined with the Foothills Chorus, a local Male Voice Choir, at Hinton 
(Alberta) for the 1 July Canada Day celebrations where we sang on an 
open-air stage to many townspeople. This was a great opportunity to sing 
the Gospel in a non-church setting. Our guest, "Group", were the Million-
heirs; four gentlemen with their barbershop renditions and a special mes-
sage. Our chaplain, Byron Goulding, served us with much spiritual food, 
aided by Peter Tong, Jim Webber and Peter Rose. Our Canadian coach 
driver/courier couple, Will and Linda McPike, did us proud. They are lovely 
Christians. We simply could not have completed this tour without them. 
We were so blessed in every way - weather, scenery, health, and encour-
agement. We may never know what spiritual seeds were sown on the tour, 
but we are confident that the Lord will give the increase. 

Despite numerous difficulties placed in our path before departure we 
proved the Lord's faithfulness when we sang, at each engagement, 'I'l l  go 
in the strength of the Lord'. Truly, His strength enabled us to go on this 
tour and share His Gospel in word and song.  "To Him be the glory!"  
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On behalf of the Newtownards Male Voice Testimony Choir we send our 
greetings in the Saviour's name to you and all those involved in the produc-
tion of this magazine. 

Some of our members had the joy of attending the Cardiff Festival and also 
the Inverness Festival, and enjoyed the fellowship of the other choir mem-
bers. The members who went to Inverness have been telling of how they 
enjoyed the open air rally, and how people seemed to listen and enjoy the 
choir as they sang. 

In May we had our own Festival, in the Greenwell Street Presbyterian 
Church which was kindly granted. The men from the Ballymena, Banbridge, 
Lurgan, Londonderry, Shankill, Castlereagh, Iron Hall, and Newtownbreda 
supported us. The New Dawn were our guest singers and a personal word 
of testimony was given by our beloved brother, Wesley Mitchell. The Rev 
McCaulty was our speaker and chairman and spoke and presented the Lord 
Jesus as the only Saviour of men. 

As we look back we can thank our God for His faithfulness over the past 
season; but we trust Him for His help and guidance as we face another year 
of service. We would ask for your prayers as we take these meetings.  
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I write as secretary to the above choir. As you may be know, the Choir 
holds an annual rally and is well supported by Swansea & Cardiff choirs 
with a choir of about 65 voices. This year was no exception and we had the 
blind pianist Peter Jackson as our soloist/speaker. 

However this year we managed to get some real publicity. On the 10th Octo-
ber 2007 the choir recorded a whole hour's programme for broadcasting on 
our local station, Radio Gloucester, on Sunday 21st October 2007. 

Surprisingly, we only sang five songs but the Leader, Deputy Conductor, Sec-
retary & several choirmen were interviewed and also the oldest choirman, 
Terry Pearce, at 95 years, and the youngest, Alex Thomson, at 28 years! 
We were all excited and thrilled to have a Christian interviewer who al-
lowed our faith to be expressed over the air. 
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Greetings from Tauranga in the Bay of Plenty, home of the Bay of Plenty 
Men's Choir. 

I am the founder and Music Director. The choir has been practising for the 
last four years, and presenting meetings of Christian music in the Bay of 
Plenty and Waikato region. We have done a number of meetings in aid of 
the Bible Society, and also Wycliffe Bible Translators, and several hundred 
dollars has been raised at these events. 

We started with 12 singers, and have grown to about 35 regulars using four 
part harmony. Christian men from five denominational groups have joined 
the choir, and we have a happy fellowship together. We always conclude 
our practises with a word of prayer, especially for members who are not 
well, etc. 

Before coming to Tauranga in retirement, I was in Auckland, and was dep-
uty conductor of the Waitakere City Mens' Choir, a secular choir who had a 
number of sacred songs in their repertoire. I gained a lot of experience with 
that choir, and when we moved to Tauranga, I was approached about start-
ing a Mens' Choir here. So that's what we did, and the Lord has blessed 
the efforts of the choir. Everywhere we go, we get full audiences, and we 
make sure we give a good Christian testimony about our faith during the 
programme. 

As far as we know, we are the only Male Voice Choir dedicated to singing 
inspirational or Christian music in New Zealand. Recently, one of the mem-
bers of the Brisbane Choir visited New Zealand for a holiday, came along 
to a couple of our practises, and went back to Brisbane. He reported what 
he heard, so that's how we got the invitation to join the Brisbane choir for 
their biennial Festival on 6th October. About two thirds of our choir plus 
some wives are going over; a total number of 34 people. We are being met 
and billeted by the Brisbane choir for the weekend. Some of us are staying 
on after the weekend for a short holiday, so we are greatly looking forward 
to the experience. We have learned the 17 songs in the Festival repertoire, 
and should fit into the main choir with ease. 

I hope you now have a better picture of the Male Choir situation in New 
Zealand and no doubt you will get some reports of the upcoming Brisbane 
Festival. 
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Two meetings of Council have taken place since the 
last issue of Interlink and these are summarized below. 

As usual Finance, Music, Correspondence, etc., were 
discussed, including the Area Leaders' Conference 
which had brought out the subject of Affi liation to the 
Movement. Several brethren in the past had requested 
an official letter confirming a choir's affiliation. The fi-
nancial aspect was also discussed and it was agreed 
that a letter will be sent to each choir in the Directory 

pointing out that the request for donations will be superseded by an affilia-
tion fee for each choir member that will also include a nominal amount to 
cover for public indemnity. 

Publicity for the Movement was also discussed and a pack is to be issued 
to each choir with suggestions/recommendations for a National standard, 
etc. The sub-committee of David Main, Mike Dewhurst and Ian Stangoe will 
continue to develop this. 

It has been agreed to hold, D.V., another - the 7th - All Britain & Ireland 
Festival of Male Voice Praise on Saturday 22 May 2010; this being to rec-
ognise the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the Movement. Arrange-
ments are being made to have this in Glasgow with a Rally on the Sunday 
afternoon. Further information soon. 

We are sorry to report that our President, Bil l Croly, has tendered his resig-
nation from the position. This has been accepted, with regret, and our 
thanks and appreciation; all Bill 's assistance, counsel and fellowship, etc., 
has been valued over the years and we thank God for all his contributions. 
We have his assurance that he is not leaving the Movement and will con-
tinue to be in fellowship with us and pray for the continual development of 
the work. 

It has for some time been the case that some of our older music publica-
tions are out of print. It has been decided we should reproduce these books 
within the Movement and that they should now be issued as A4 sheets 
similar to the two recent publications. 
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We begin this prayer letter with a word of thanks to Phil Marsh who has 
given over 30 years of service to the Bury choir as its leader. Phil is a foun-
der member of the choir and has spent most of his life singing for his Lord. 
Rowland Bugden is now the choir leader and Phil is his deputy. We thank 
the Lord that Rowland is willing to do this and look forward to many more 
years of Male Voice Praise. 

Back in February, the choir visited High Street Chapel, Hopton. We give 
thanks to our gracious Lord for the blessings given to us, as a choir, as we 
were invited to sing and witness His love at Hopton. Our brother John 
Pease led the service and he spoke the word in 4 parts, intertwining it with 
the pieces of praise. The Hopton choir also took part and we joined to-
gether at times to praise our Lord. We pray that the evening encouraged all 
who love the Lord, but above all that it brought more lost souls into His 
kingdom. Some of the pieces we sang were, 'When I survey the wondrous 
cross, There's a new name written down in glory and In my heart there 
rings a melody', and last, but not least, 'We'll all be there'. That is our 
prayer for all those who were at Hopton church that evening. 

Our trip to Cransford was a long one. On March 24th -the Gospel was 
preached. Brother Alf Revell faithfully proclaimed the good tidings of the 
Saviour. I recall something he challenged us all with concerning witnessing. 
He was in the Forces in the Far East with his mate, also called Alf. They 
were involved in some operation when his mate Alf was stabbed. As his 
mate lay dead, Alf wondered if he'd witnessed to him. Possibly not! The 
upshot of this is that we should, "Sow beside all waters". May God help us 
to fulfil this as we sing of 'Love in exhaustible'. 

Over 40 choir men, from across the region, joined together in song at the 
Wroxham Road Methodist Church, Norwich on 12th May 2007. Despite a 
heavy deluge of rain before our gathering we all arrived safe and sound. 
One member had to go to hospital for treatment after he was taken ill dur-
ing the practice session. God answered our prayers and he was released 
from hospital shortly afterwards. The service was led for us by the Rev. 
Bob Cotton and the choir were assisted by the beautiful voices of the Mas-
son family. The singing from the congregation was inspirational too with 
over 100 in the church that evening. The smiles on their faces said it all! 
We wish to thank the Norfolk members for their kind welcome and gener-
ous hospitality. It was good to spend several hours in God's house with 
God's people all serving their Lord in various ways - leading, singing, enter-
taining and caring for each other. Thank you. 
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We've been having horrendous parking problems over the past 12 months 
or so, and it is getting worse by the week. Men have had to park away from 
the venue and forced to cross dual carriageways or walk long distances to 
get there. Added to that, opposite York Place Baptist, our current venue, a 
new development has opened (where there was once a large car park), with 
a huge cinema complex and a casino! So some men feel rather intimidated 
when going home after practice. 

So, regrettably, we took the decision to move, "Out of town". Swansea is 
fast becoming a, "No-go", area in the evenings, especially Friday and Satur-
day. Our new venue, as from Nov. 9th, wil l be Birchgrove Primary School. 
It's just 4 or 5 minutes from Junction 44 of the M4, so within easy access for 
anyone wishing to join us, if they are in the area. The Chair of Governors is 
pastor of my church and has negotiated a fantastic deal with the school. 
Added to that, may daughter teaches there as well! 
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It started with a disappointment, a cancelled appointment that many of the 
men in the choirs were looking forward to attending. Then, during a com-
bined practice, we were challenged by the need to look for somewhere to 
have fellowship together for part of the day and then to sing the Gospel for 
others who would be gathered there. It was pointed out that so many of our 
engagements are where there are Christians gathered and this would en-
able us to reach others, "With the glorious message of saving grace." 

Within a week an invitation had come to sing on a farm at a Vintage Harvest 
Thanksgiving. This was to be a new venture by the church planning the 
event. They are a small fellowship and this was to be a real step of faith. 
The Christian farmer planned to invite members of churches in the Mid 
Wales area and also farmers from the same District. 

This invitation happened over a cup of tea at a 100th birthday Celebration. 
Was it just a coincidence? No! As we look back we can see the hand of the 
Lord in it all. Was it easy? No! There was the terrible weather and the added 
problem of the suspected foot and mouth outbreak; so much so that it was 
nearly cancelled. Prayer was made and the matter left in the Lord's wonder-
ful hands. 
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His answer was to send a week of fine weather so that the ground was fit to 
walk on and the threat of an epidemic was removed in plenty of time for the 
event to take place. 

The invitations were given; the arrangements in place; and all was ready. 
The helpers were enlisted, parking attendants, operators of Machinery and 
of course the many helpers on the refreshment side were prepared for the 
influx of visitors. Far away coaches were being fil led with choir men and 
wives and friends; some who knew where they were going and others who 
did not. All were looking forward to a good day. The day was fine, the fel-
lowship on the coaches was good and the music in one coach and the key-
board in the other. When the coaches arrived at our destination only then 
did some of the group know what was happening and the pattern of things 
began to unfold for everybody. 

The Serv ice 

As the day drew to a close 
the choir sang again and 
Randy Bain from the USA 
was called upon to speak to 
the assembled gathering. 
This he did with clarity and 
power. He took his theme 
from the words from Jeremiah 
8:20. He spoke of the need 
for the preparation of the 

ground and how this is the work of the Holy Spirit. He then went on to re-
mind us that without sowing there can be no reaping. He challenged us to 
be part of the work of sowing. To our neighbours and friends as well as to 
our families. All too soon the hour had passed and it was time for many of 
us to depart. All agreed it had been a day well spent in the presence of the 
Lord and His people; for indeed the Lord had been in that place on that 
Bank Holiday. It really had been a, "Holy Day." 

We were all left with the sight of the farmer, who had had the vision for this 
day, standing and telling his neighbours that they could never say that he 
had not told them of the way of salvation. He may never tell them again, but 
they could never say that they had not heard. 

Good-byes were said, thanks were given, and we were back on the coach 
making our way home. Tired, Blessed, and happy.  
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Our 55th Festival took place on 29th September at Bristol's prestigious Col-
ston Hall and we were pleased that we saw increased numbers in our audi-
ence; especially as our numbers have been going down in recent years. A 
great deal of prayer has been offered in recent months for our Festival and 
we believe in answered prayer. 

The afternoon rehearsal was fraught with difficulties due in the main to hor-
rendous traffic problems throughout the whole city. However, we need not 
have worried as the Lord brought us through and we were able to enjoy an 
excellent Festival together in Praise and Worship. 

As usual we had support from our friends in Cardiff, Swansea, Exeter, Tor-
quay, Purley and other Home Counties choir men with our overall choir 
numbering, so I am reliably told, eighty three men. Starting with the All Brit-
ain piece, 'My God is great', the programme had a good balance of old and 
new pieces. It was particularly pleasing to have received permission to use 
Bob Eagle's lovely piece, 'Amazing Love', which fitted in so well with the 
epilogue from Derek Cleave where his main theme was "The Grace of 
God". Derek is an old friend of the Bristol Area and was actually an FMVP 
chorister in his youthful days. 

Our guest conductors this year were Bill Lewis (Cardiff) and Alfred Tarring 
(Exeter); whose contributions were as reliable and supportive as ever. Our 
local conductors were Fred Boulton (Bridgwater) and Paul Davies our Area 
Organiser. Our accompanists were Paul Will is (piano) and Maurice Willis 
(organ). Until his Home Call in 1998 John Willis was the Area Organiser in 
Bristol and we are pleased to retain this association with his family through 
Paul his son and Maurice his brother. 

We departed slightly from the normal this year by inviting the Emmaus 
Christian Choir as our special guests. The Emmaus is a local mixed voice 
choir who have the same objectives as FMVP in that they strive to present 
the Christian Gospel message in song wherever they are invited. Number-
ing 35 they presented six pieces in two slots that provided a complete con-
trast in content and style to the Male Voices, including two snappy Salva-
tion Army songs. Arrangements of two well loved present day worship 
songs; a beautiful combination of the words to, "Love Divine", with the tune, 
"The Rose", concluding with a modern composition called, "Midnight Cry", 
which declares and confirms the Second Coming of Christ. We are in-
debted to the choir, their Musical Director, Brian Lloyd, their accompanist 
John Steer and their contribution during the evening was much appreciated 
and well received by all present. 
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We were pleased to have Valerie Collison in our audience and were able to 
include two of her MV arrangements namely, 'Sing a new song and The 
blind beggar'. Additionally Valerie especially rearranged one of her latest 
compositions, 'Song of Affirmation', so that it could be performed jointly by 
the Male Voices and the Emmaus Christian Choir. Whilst the choirs had 
rehearsed this separately it was not sung as intended until the afternoon 
rehearsal. It was obvious from the following applause that it was well re-
ceived and the choirs certainly enjoyed presenting it. A flower arrangement 
was presented to Valerie as a "Thank you", for all her help. 

As ever the evening concluded with, 'We'll all be there', followed by the 
combined choirs joining together in, 'I'll go in the strength of the Lord'. The 
audience showed their appreciation of our efforts in the traditional manner 
with rapturous applause. This was, once again, a truly memorable evening 
of traditional FMVP Fellowship, Praise and Worship. 

We in Bristol ask for your prayers as we approach a difficult time in our his-
tory. Falling audience numbers may mean that we will have to sever our 55 
year association with the Colston Hall. We are able to find alternative ven-
ues but none of which are sufficiently large enough to accommodate our 
present audience; which itself is small compared with the available seating 
capacity of the Colston Hall. You can therefore see our dilemma. We con-
tinue to investigate and debate this issue and it would be comforting to 
know that we have the prayer backing and support of FMVP generally. 
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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ from "down under". It is a 
joy and privilege to, "keep in touch" via "Interlink". Our choir continues to 
grow with approximately 65 active members. 

We praise God for the many opportunities of singing His Praises and pre-
senting the Gospel during 2007. The highlight of the year was our Com-
bined Festival held in Brisbane on the 6th October 2007. Our choir of 110 
included men from the Melbourne, Sydney and Bundaberg choirs and we 
welcomed 19 choir men from the Bay of Plenty in New Zealand - their first 
visit to join us. The audience of over 2,000 greatly appreciated the com-
bined presentation. The DVD and CD of the Combined Festival became 
available just prior to Christmas and are proving popular. These are avail-
able via our website, www.users.bigpond.com/malevoicechoir. We also held 
Regional Festivals at Warwick and the Gold Coast. 

We are excited to be planning, God Willing, a reciprocal visit to New Zea-
land on the 27th September 2008 when we will again join with other Austra-
lian Choirs and the New Zealand Bay of Plenty Choir in Tauranga. 
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Bill Lewis, 
13 Butleigh Avenue, 
Victoria Park, 
Cardiff. 
S.Glam. CF5 1BX 
 
029 2056 5379  
 
billlewis13@tiscali.co.uk�

Member choirs are encouraged to submit 
articles and other items of intere st  fo r 
inclusion in future issue s of this maga-
zine and these should be sent currently to  
i.stangoe@ukonline.co.uk 

Correspondence regarding any other 
matter concerning th e mo vement  
sh ould be add re ssed to the Coun cil 
Secretary:- W. W. Rodger, 90 Crookston 
Avenue, Glasgow. G52 9PR 

bil l.rod ger@u konline.co.u k 

TO RENEW YOUR LOVE FOR CHRIST 
REVIEW CHRIST'S LOVE FOR YOU 

It should be noted that this magazine is published independently of the 
Council of The Festivals of Male Voice Praise, and any views expressed, or 

statements made, do not necessarily reflect those of the Council. 
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"Jesus, none other name" 
 

 Newport Rally    10 May  
 Glasgow & West of Scotland  17 May  
 Inverness Choir      7 June  
 South Wales Area Festival  14 June (53rd Festival)  
 Powys Festival      5 July (9th Festival) 
 York Festival    20 September 
 Bristol Festival    27 September 
 Moray & District    27 September 
 Aberdeen Choir   25 October 
 
 N.B.   There will be no Festival at Glasgow in 2010 
 as the next All Britain Festival will take place there. 
 

www.fmv p.org  
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